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upon the foreign bayonets than the Rada had been.

Moreover, the policy of Bichhorn in the Ukraine was
having exactly the opposite effect to that which had been
originally intended. The object of the separate treaty at
Brest-Litovsk had been to keep the Ukraine permanently
estranged from Soviet Russia, and to create in that country
an economic protectorate of the Central Powers through
which they might threaten and influence the Government
at Moscow. Now, as a result of the Eichhorn-Skoropadsky
regime, the ground had been well prepared for a rapproche-
ment between the Ukraine and Greater Russia. The peasantry,
who had at first eschewed Bolshevism, now turned to it
as a protection against the exploitation and repressive
domination of the Central Powers, and the abortive peace
negotiations which were conducted throughout the summer
between Kiev and Moscow were utilized by the Soviet dele-
gates, led first by Stalin and later by Christian Rakovsky,
as a fruitful opportunity for Bolshevik propaganda.
Rarely, save in the attempts of the French to separate
the Rhineland from the German Reich in 1923, has there
been a more flagrant example of how not to woo a
conquered people.

At Kovno, now the headquarters of Prince Leopold of
Bavaria, Hoffmann saw only too clearly the disastrous
trend which events in the Ukraine were taking. He had
learned, perhaps too late, the truth of the Russian proverb
which warns against spitting in a well from which one may
wish to draw water. From Major Brinckmann, his repre-
sentative at Kiev, and from such trained observers as
Colin Ross, the journalist, and Dr. Rohrbach, the well-
known political writer, he learned of the effects of Eichhorn's
policy. " The efforts of G.H.Q. and Eichhorn are, though
they do not know it, driving the Ukraine back into the
arms of Great Russia " is a constantly recurring entry in
his record of the period; and again and again he com-
municated his fears to the Supreme Command, but with